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RCD Announces Weed Control Equipment Available


RED BLUFF – The Tehama County Resource Conservation District (TCRCD) would like to announce the availablity of a new rotary wiper herbicide applicator.  The equipment was purchased by the TCRCD to assist landowners and land managers with controlling weeds in and around Tehama County.  A rotary wiper is a great tool for pastures because the  wiper can be set at a height above desirable grasses so that it only wipes the weeds and doesn’t hurt the pasture.  The Rotowiper weed control system is available for rent on a do-it-yourself basis, and is easily pulled behind  an ATV or UTV.


The rotary wiper has many application possibilities, and advantages, and locally can be used on all of the following:  walnuts, prunes, almonds, olives, citrus, pasture, rangeland, vineyards, and fields.  A rotary wiper is different from traditional applicators and sprayers, including a traditional rope wick.  It features a rotating drum which rotates in the opposite direction of travel, brushing herbicide onto stems and the underside of leaves, where the herbicide is more readily absorbed.


Last summer UC Farm Advisors and Specialists researched ways to control the invasion of smutgrass that is occurring in Sacramento Valley irrigated pastures.  Control of 95% of mature plants was obtained with the use of a rotary wiper in early July.  “It’s a very economical tool, especially considering the cost of spraying a whole pasture and having to reestablish it.  It’s great to have another tool that helps to control smutgrass, which is a weed that can devastate pasture production.  It is advised to graze a field heavily before wiping so that weeds are made taller than desirable grasses and clover,” says Josh Davy, Livestock, Range, and Natural Resources Advisor with the UC Cooperative Extension.


For more information on the rotary wiper and its availability, contact Laurie of the Tehama County RCD at 530-527-3013 x 115.
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