 RESOLUTION OF THE 

Resource Conservation District of Tehama County
Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration and Notice of Public Hearing for the Ponderosa Way Road Assessment and Sediment Reduction Plan Phase I and Phase II Implementation Projects
RESOLUTION #17-7
WHEREAS, the Resource Conservation District of Tehama County (RCDTC) is established under Division 9 of the California Public Resources Code and by the rules of the Tehama County Local Agency Formation Committee as a locally governed agency with primary authority to implement local natural resource conservation measures; and  

WHEREAS, the RCDTC considers that there are important and valued natural resources on and/or adjacent to the project locations which are: Phase I, 5 miles southeast of Manton, 22 miles northeast of Red Bluff between Rock Creek Road and the Shasta/Tehama County line to State Route 36E and the Ponderosa Sky Ranch community and Phase II, 5 miles east of Cohasset, 25 miles southeast of Red Bluff, 20 miles east of Los Molinos, and 25 miles east of Chico between State Route 36E and State Route 32E.; and 
WHEREAS, the RCDTC wishes to implement the Ponderosa Way Road Assessment and Sediment Reduction Plan Phase I and Phase II Implementation Projects, (here throughout referred to as the “Project”) that consists of 21 recommended categories of erosion control and erosion prevention treatments that have been developed for the 97.8 miles of Ponderosa Way and intersecting roads within the Project area. Within Phase I, the erosion control and erosion prevention treatments design plan calls for 9.4 miles of road upgrading and possibly 12.7 miles of road decommissioning along Ponderosa Way and intersecting spur roads. Approval by the Tehama County Board of Supervisors would be required in order to decommission those Ponderosa Way road segments within the Phase I project area. If approval is not provided, those treatment options developed for Phase I road segments not related to road decommissioning would be implemented as appropriate. All spur roads (8.1 miles) within the Phase I project area have been recommended for road decommissioning. All erosion control and erosion prevention work to be completed along Ponderosa Way within the Phase II project area will consist exclusively of road upgrading; and


WHEREAS, the RCDTC considers this project to be a benefit to Tehama County while protecting natural resources; and

WHEREAS, a duly noticed public hearing was held before the RCDTC on December 20, 2017; and

WHEREAS, the RCDTC has considered the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared by RCDTC staff; and
WHEREAS, said Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration was circulated for public review and comment per CEQA for a 30-day review period from November 13, 2017 to December 12, 2017 and
WHEREAS, said Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration was referred to  potentially affected property owners, various affected public and private agencies, County departments, and referral agencies for review and comments; and

WHEREAS, the Board of the RCDTC has solicited and considered public comments, and a staff report; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Resource Conservation District of Tehama County:

I.
Adopts a Modified Mitigated Negative Declaration pursuant to CEQA with the following findings:

A. An Initial Study was completed in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act. Said study identified potentially significant environmental effects and included mitigation measures that would mitigate such effects below significant levels; a Mitigated Negative Declaration is proposed.

B. The RCDTC has considered the Initial Study and proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration, together with comments received during the review process and public hearing.

C. On the basis of the whole record before the Board of the RCDTC, including the Initial Study and any comments received, there is no substantial evidence that the Ponderosa Way Road Assessment and Sediment Reduction Plan Phase I and Phase II Implementation Projects would have a significant effect on the environment, with proposed mitigation measures implemented.

D. The proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration reflects the independent judgment and analysis of the RCDTC, which is the Lead Agency under CEQA.

E. The Modified Mitigated Negative Declaration includes Mitigation Measures AQ 1 through 5, BIO 1 through 12, CUL 1 through 4, GEO/SOILS 1, HYDRO 1, HA/HAZ 1 through 6, TRANS/TRAFFIC 1 through 3,  TCR 1, as detailed on Attachment F of this document. 
F. The RCDTC will serve as custodian of the record of this CEQA determination. The location of the record is 2 Sutter Street, Suite D Red Bluff, CA 96080.  

II. Finds that the collection of fees pursuant to Fish and Game Code Section 711.4 is required, prior to filing a Notice of Determination for the Project. The Project will not be operative nor may any local permits be issued for the Project, and the Project will be invalid (per Section 711.4 (c) (3)) until such fees are paid.
III.
In order to avoid, minimize, and/or reduce environmental impacts of the Project to a less than significant level, the RCDTC approves the Initial Study/Modified Mitigated Negative Declaration as detailed on Attachment F of this document and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MMRP) for this Project, as detailed on Attachment F of this document.
IV.
Adoption of the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration of the Project is subject to the following findings 

A. The proposed use on the property where the Project is located will not impair the integrity and character of the community and watershed resources.

B. The proposed Project would not be unreasonably incompatible with, or injurious to, surrounding properties, or detrimental to the health and general welfare of the persons residing or working in the area, or to the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the County, as supported by the following:

1. The RCDTC has circulated the proposed Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration to County, responsible and Trustee agencies and has received one response that does not indicate that there is evidence that the Project, with thirty-three (33) appropriate mitigation measures, would cause any significant environmental impacts.  

2. The environmental impacts of this Project appear to be minor in general. Assuming all mitigation measures are dutifully executed, impacts will be less than significant. 

3. Adoption of the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration for this Project does not preclude the possible need for permits and/or licenses from other, local, State, federal, and Responsible or Trustee agencies under CEQA.

 C.
The Project does not require the removal of any rare, threatened or protected species. 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy of Resolution #17-7, adopted on the motion of Director R. Sale, seconded by Director W. Willliams, and duly passed at a regular public meeting held by the Board of Directors at 8:30 A.M. on December 20, 2017, at the Resource Conservation District of Tehama County Office, 2 Sutter Street, Red Bluff, California.

Roll Call was as follows:

AYES: J. Bramhall, A. Read, R. Sale, S. Soder, W. Williams
NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: 

Submitted by, 
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Board President

